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 “GREAT MUSEUMS OF HAVANA: CURIOUS ABOUT CUBA”

WINS A 2009 CINE GOLDEN EAGLE AWARD FOR DOCUMENTARY EXCELLENCE

(July 1, 2009, Atlanta, Georgia) -- “GREAT MUSEUMS OF HAVANA: Curious About Cuba,” the latest episode in GREAT MUSEUMS® TV’s acclaimed public television documentary series, has been awarded a prestigious 2009 CINE Golden Eagle Award for Documentary Excellence in Arts & Entertainment. The CINE Golden Eagle awards are recognized internationally as symbols of the highest production standards in film and television production. Among the great talents whose major awards include the CINE Golden Eagle are Steven Spielberg and Ron Howard, and such great documentarians as Ken Burns, Charles Guggenheim, Albert Maysles and Frederick Wiseman.  

“GREAT MUSEUMS OF HAVANA: Curious About Cuba,” a one-hour HD primetime special, narrated by actress Mariel Hemingway, takes public television fans to a world largely unseen by U.S. viewers. GREAT MUSEUMS® producers Marc and Chesney Doyle worked with both the United States and the Cuban governments for nearly a year to gain access to the cultural treasures of Havana.  
“It is especially poignant to receive this recognition for “Curious About Cuba” now that President Obama has lifted restrictions on Cuban-Americans’ access to their native country and families,” commented executive producer Marc Doyle. “When we embarked on this incredible journey – years before there was any expectation of easing travel bans between the US and Cuba, our hope was to spark the American curiosity about Cuba’s rich history through the eyes of its museums and dramatic architecture.”
“Curious About Cuba” is a stunning presentation of Cuban Art through the centuries at the National Museum of Fine Arts and a spellbinding exploration of Ernest Hemingway’s life at the Hemingway House Museum, Finca Vigia, his home from 1940 to 1960.
. 

“Curious About Cuba” offers an insiders’ tour through the streets of the Old City of Havana with architect Ayleen Robainas of the City Historian’s Office, revealing a massive restoration project in the works, designed to bring back the glory of Havana’s most important colonial squares, streets, and buildings, many the former homes of colonial aristocrats and some dating back to the 15th century. Remarkably, the centerpiece of the preservation effort is the restoration of “life” to the old city, by creating restaurants, hotels, museums, schools and even social housing in the meticulously renovated buildings. The idea is to keep people living, working and playing in the colonial district. As a result, the sights and sounds of Cuba are everywhere. 

“The Cuba episode exemplifies Great Museums’ breadth of scope, which has taken strides over the years to expand upon the traditional notion of the museum experience,” notes Michael McCarthy, Chairman & CEO of the Eureka Foundation, which underwrites the Great Museums series. “Whether it be the Baseball Hall of Fame or The Smithsonian National Zoo and now, with this journey through the art and architecture of Havana, Cuba, Great Museums continues to deliver to millions of national public television viewers – and soon, online video enthusiasts – a unique, inspiring point of view of museums worldwide.”

ABOUT GREAT MUSEUMS & THE EUREKA FOUNDATION

GREAT MUSEUMS® is an award-winning television series celebrating America’s museum world, airing coast to coast on over 200 public television stations representing more than 85% of US households. The series opens the doors of America’s museums to millions of Americans through public television, new media and community outreach with the goal of “curating a community of learners.” The compelling, educational series has won more than three-dozen television awards over the past five years, including Telly Awards, Aurora Excellence Awards and nine Cine Golden Eagles. GreatMuseums.org (www.greatmuseums.org) is a unique and informative portal to the museum world with easy access links to the vast network of museums throughout the country. GreatMuseums.org is a valuable resource tool for community outreach and teachers, complete with guidelines on how to use the series in the classroom.

Executive produced by Marc and Chesney Doyle, the principals of Echo Pictures, GREAT MUSEUMS® is underwritten by the Eureka Foundation, a private 501(c)(3) operating foundation established to promote the educational power of television and new media. GREAT MUSEUMS® is distributed by American Public Television (APT). 
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